Dear Mr Hudson

Thank you for contacting me about the future of the EU-Israel Association Agreement.

As a member of the European Parliament's Committee on Human Rights I take a close interest in Middle East affairs and have visited Israel and the West Bank. I have for a long time been concerned about Israel’s blockade of the Gaza Strip.

The European Parliament was scheduled to vote on the future of the EU-Israel Association Agreement on 4 December 2008. My Labour colleagues and I successfully sought to defer the vote until Israel lifted its blockade of the Gaza Strip. Following the Israeli military action against Hamas and the humanitarian situation that has followed, the vote has been postponed indefinitely.
 
I recently wrote to the President of the European Commission, Jose Manuel Barroso, about this issue. In his reply, which I have attached to this email for your interest, he wrote that he is very concerned about the lack of essential services for the people of Gaza, a situation which has got worse following the Israeli military action. He reassures me that the issue of upgrading relations with Israel will not be raised again until the current emergency is over. Right now the priority of both the European Commission and the European Parliament is to get access and provision of humanitarian aid to the Strip.

You can be assured that my Labour MEP colleagues and I will be doing our utmost to ensure that any future upgrading of political relations between the EU and Israel must be strongly conditioned on respect for international humanitarian law, on real commitment to a comprehensive peace settlement, on the end of the humanitarian crisis in Gaza and the Occupied Palestinian Territory, and on respect for full implementation of the EC-PLO Interim Association Agreement.

As long as the situation remains so critical the Socialist Group, which includes Labour MEPs, will maintain its opposition to the European Parliament's vote of assent to the further participation of Israel in European Community programmes.

I firmly believe that there is no military solution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. A lasting, comprehensive, peace agreement based on the two States solution is long overdue. I very much hope that the EU, in co-operation with the new US administration and Arab and Muslim countries, will work towards this goal.

Thank you again for contacting me about this very important matter.

Yours sincerely,

Robert Evans MEP
Labour Member of the European Parliament for London
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